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SUBJECT: POLITICAL-MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS; OTELO BOYCOTTS RC 
REF: LISBON 6461 DTG 01 1356Z NOV 75 

SUMMARY: COPCON COMMANDER OTELO CARVALHO SAID HE WAS NOT 
INTERESTED IN ATTENDING REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL MEETINGS CONSUMED 
BY PERSONAL ATTACKS. OTELO HAS POSITIONED HIMSELE AS ALTERNATIVE 
TO REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, AS HE CONTINUED VISITS TO FRIENDLY 
MILITARY AND CIVILIAN GROUPS. LEETIST MILITARY AND PRESS HAVE SOUGHT 
TO CAPITALIZE ON MEANS USED TO SILENCE RADIO RENASCENCA TO 
UNDERMINE THE POSITION OF MODERATE OEFICERS. END SUMMARY. 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LISBON 06690 111636Z 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


1. OTELO'S SELF-DOUBTS: COPCON COMMANDER OTELO CARVALHO 
GAVE A LONG, RAMBLING INTERVIEW NOV 10 WHILE VISITING BEIROLAS 
WEAPONS DEPOT DURING SESSION OF REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL (RC). 

HE SAID THAT HE HAD TOLD PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES SEVERAL DAYS AGO 
THAT HE HAD LOST ALL INTEREST IN RC MEETINGS AND WAS NOT DISPOSED 
TO ATTEND MORE MEETINGS AS LONG AS THEY DID NOT EOCUS ON KEY 
ISSUES OF POLITICAL-MILITARY DIRECTION OE THE COUNTRY. OTELO 
SAID THAT RC WAS CONSUMED BY PERSONAL ATTACKS AND MUTUAL 
RECRIMINATIONS. OTELO ASKED WHETHER HE MIGHT BE MISTAKEN IN HIS 
CONCEPT OE SOCIALISM SINCE HIS VIEWS ARE CONTRADICTED BY OTHERS WHO 
PARTICIPATED IN THE REVOLUTION. HE WONDERED ALOUD WHAT PER- 
CENTAGE OE THE PEOPLE SUPPORTED HIM, THOUGHT LIKE HIM, AND WERE 
WAITING FOR HIM TO DEFINE HIMSELF MORE CLEARLY. OTELO ASKED 
WHETHER THERE WAS NOT A PLEBISCITE THAT COULD ANSWER THESE 
QUESTIONS; BUT HE DISCOUNTED PLEBISCITES SUCH AS THAT "BEING 
CONDUCTED THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY BY AZEVEDO." OTELO EXPRESSED 
INTENTION TO CONTINUE MEETING WITH OEFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN 
IN LISBON MILITARY DISTRICT TO ENCOURAGE REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS 
AMONG THOSE BEING DISCHARGED. HE ADDED THAT COPCON WAS STUDYING 
WAYS TO REACTIVATE PROCESS OF DYNAMIZATION AMONG "MOST EXPLOITED 
CLASSES." 

2. BEIROLAS WEAPONS DEPOT: THE BEIROLAS WEAPONS DEPOT "ACTION 
COMMITTEE" CLAIMED NOV 10 THAT REINEORCEMENTS SENT BY THE 
MILITARY POLICE AND COPCON WERE NOT SUFEICIENT TO COMPENSATE 
EOR THOSE SOLDIERS DISCHARGED IN RECENT DEMOBILIZATIONS. THE 
BEIROLAS DEPOT HAD DECLARED A SELF-IMPOSED ALERT OCT 30 DUE TO 
ALLEGED LACK OE SECURITY (REETEL). COMMENT: THE BEIROLAS 
PROTEST HAS BEEN THE MOST VISIBLE OF WHAT HAS BEEN MINIMAL 
REACTION TO RECENT DEMOBILIZATION. 

3. RADIO RENASCENCA OPERATION PROVOKES DIVISIONS: THE USE OE 
PARATROOPERS IN THE NOV 7 DESTRUCTION OF RADIO RENASCENCA IS 
BEING USED BY RADICAL MILITARY, ASSISTED BY COMMUNIST-LINING 
PRESS AND "POPULAR ORGANIZATIONS," TO UNDERMINE THE POSITION 
OE MODERATE AIR EORCE OEFICERS. EOLLOWING INCIDENTS RECEIVED 
HEAVY PLAY NOV II IN COMMUNIST-LINING "DIARIO DE NOTICIAS." 

- ON NOV 10, "ACTION COMMITTEE" OF PARACHUTISTS ATTACHED TO 
LISBON AREA HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON - UNIT WHICH CARRIED OUT 
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RADIO RENASCENCA OPERATION - REPUDIATED SILENCING OE STATION. 

- A NUMBER OE SERGEANTS AND AIRMEN, AS WELL AS SEVERAL "PRO- 
GRESSIVE" OEEICERS AND BASE COMMANDER, BOYCOTTED NOV 10 
MEETING AT TANCOS PARATROOPER SCHOOL, WHERE AIR EORCE CHIEF 
OF STAFF MORAIS DE SILVA EXPLAINED MOTIVES BEHIND RADIO RENAS- 
CENCA OPERATION. DISSIDENT GROUP ISSUED STATEMENT AEFIRMING 

THAT THEY WOULD HENCEEORTH OBEY ONLY THOSE OEEICERS IN WHOM THEY 
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HAD "REVOLUTIONARY CONFIDENCE." UNSPECIFIED NUMBER 
OF MODERATE TANCOS OFFICERS LATER REQUESTED TRANSFERS FROM UNIT. 

- DEMONSTRATORS REPRESENTING LOCAL POPULAR ORGANIZATIONS, 
ALONG WITH A HANDFUL OF UNIFORMED AIRMEN AND PRATROOPERS, 
EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR RADICAL MILITARY AT MONTIJO AIR BASE 
NOV 10. SILENCING OF RADIO RENASCENCA WAS ALSO REPUDIATED. 

4. PRP CALLS FOR ARMED INSURRECTION: IN NOV 10 PRESS CONFERENCE, 
ISABEL DO CARMO, LEADER OF VIOLENCE-PRONE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
OF THE PROLETARIAT (PRP), CALLED FOR ARMED INSURRECTION 
"WITHIN THE NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS" TO PREEMPT CIVIL WAR ALLEGEDLY 
BEING PREPARED BY BOURGEIOSIE. SHE SAID CONDITIONS FOR ASSUMPTION 
OF POWER BY WORKING CLASSES ALREADY EXISTED AND STRESSED NEED 
FOR IMMEDIATE ARMING OF POPULAR ORGANIZATIONS. SHE ASSERTED 
THAT WORKERS COULD COUNT ON RADICAL SOLDIERS GROUPS AND REVOL- 
UTIONARY OFFICERS EORMERLY ATTACHED TO AFM TO SUPPORT THEIR 
STRUGGLE. 

5. FERREIRA DA CUNHA TO AZORES: SECRETARY OF INFORMATION 
FERREIRA DA CUNHA, UNDER ATTACK BY LEFT FOR HIS ALLEGED 
CONNECTIONS TO SECRET POLICE OF FORMER REGIME, TRAVELED TO 
THE AZORES NOV 10. ACCORDING TO COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER SPOKES- 
MAN, EERREIRA DA CUNHA CHOSE THIS MOMENT TO VISIT THE AZORES 

IN ORDER TO GIVE MAXIMUM FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE TO THOSE 
CONDUCTING INQUIRY INTO HIS PST ACTIVITIES. HIS TEMPORARY DE- 
PARTURE HAS ALSO ALLOWED MINISTRY TO DEFUSE CONFRONTATION OF 
LAST WEEK. 

6. COMMENT: OTELO'S REMARKS MAY REFLECT HIS OWN INSECURITY 
AND INDECISION IN THE FACE OF THE HARSH CRITICISM HE HAS 
INCREASINGLY RECEIVED IN THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL AND IN 
PUBLIC. HE HAS NEVERTHELESS CAREFULLY POSITIONED HIMSELF AS AN 
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ALTERNATIVE TO REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL. 

7. THE MINUTE PRP HAS CONSISTENTLY ADVOCATED ARMING THE 
PROLETARIAT, BUT ITS RHETORIC HAS EXCEEDED ITS ACTIONS. GIVEN 
HERPREVIOUS STATEMENTS ISABEL DO CARMO'S WILLINGNESS TO ALLOW 
"SEVERAL MONTHS" FOR THE ARMED INSURRECTION, MAY INDICATE 
SHE IS ACTUALLY MELLOWING. 

CARLUCCI 
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